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CAPTAIN THOMAS HOLME, SUEYEYOB-GENEEAL OP 
PENNSYLVANIA AND PEOYINCIAL COTJNCILLOE. 

BY OLIVER HOUGH. 

(Continued from page 427.) 

Thomas Holme was a member of the first Assembly of 
the Province, which began its session at Upland, December 
4, 1682, Penn presiding. He was elected to represent Phil- 
adelphia County in the Provincial Council for one term of 
three years, 1683, 1684, and 1685, and took a prominent 
part in its transactions, serving on several important com- 
mittees. In the 1st mo., 1683, he was a member of a joint 
committee of the Council and Assembly to draw up the 
new Charter, or Frame of Government, which was passed 
and signed on 2d mo. 2d. 

By letters dated 4th mo. 11th, 1683, "William Penn ap- 
pointed Christopher Taylor, James Harrison, Thomas 
Holme, and Thomas "Wynne, Commissioners in his name, 
as Governor and Proprietary of the Province of Pennsyl- 
vania, to treat with the Governor and Council of West 
Jersey concerning the satisfaction he demanded of them in 
a letter of the same date, of which the Commissioners were 
bearers, for certain great wrongs and injustice done to him 
and his Province by some of the inhabitants of their Col- 
ony. In the letter he complains that England was filled with 
rumors of wars between the inhabitants of Pennsylvania 
and Lord Baltimore's Colony, of Lord Baltimore having 
claimed all the land from Upland to the Falls of Delaware, 
and of several having been killed in the conflict ; that these 
rumors, being much talked of in London, discouraged many 
persons from purchasing land in Pennsylvania ; he says that 
the starting of these reports had been traced to some of the 
inhabitants of West Jersey, and he demands satisfaction. 
His letter of instructions to the Commissioners bears the 
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same date, and directs them to demand particularly the 
punishment of Thomas Matthews, as the principal author of 
the rumors, either by fine or banishment or delivery of him 
to be tried in Pennsylvania. These Commissioners also 
had authority to settle with the Governor and Council of 
"West Jersey about the trade on the river and the islands 
therein ; as soon as the first business was finished they were 
to insist on Penn's title to the river and islands according 
to his grant. The "West Jersey authorities sent an answer 
by Penn's Commissioners, dated Burlington, 4th mo. 16th, 
1683, containing an explanation from Thomas Matthews, 
and saying they were willing to be passive in regard to the 
river and islands ; four Commissioners of tbeirs (Thomas 
Budd, John Gosnell, Henry Stacy, and Mark Newby) also 
came with the answer. The explanation was not accept- 
able to Penn, as he informed them in another letter from 
Philadelphia, dated 4th mo. 20, 1683, but he appears to have 
gotten no further satisfaction from them. 

On 4th mo. 3d, 1684, Thomas Holme, "William Welch, 
and Thomas Lloyd were appointed a committee to look 
into the actions of Lord Baltimore and draw up a declara- 
tion to hinder his illegal proceedings (referring to threats 
of his agents to take settlers' lands from them unless they 
acknowledged Lord Baltimore to be their Proprietor). On 
5th mo. 26th, Thomas Lloyd, Thomas Holme, and "William 
Haigue were appointed to draw up a charter for Philadel- 
phia to be a borough, with a Mayor and six Aldermen. 
About the middle of Holme's term, Penn sent a commis- 
sion to the whole Council to act in his place as Governor; 
this was read at the meeting 6th mo. 18, 1684. In the last 
year of Holme's term, 1685, Thomas Lloyd, the President 
of the Council, was absent a large part of the time, and 
Holme was elected to act as President in his place, which 
he did at twenty-seven out of the fifty meetings held this 
year. Thomas Holme acted as President of the Council at 
the first meeting of the year, 1st mo. 30th, and those imme- 
diately following, 1st mo. 31st, 2d mo. 1st, 3d, 4th, and 
6th; again, 2d mo. 25th and 28th; Lloyd presided at the 
Yol. xx. — 9 
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next two, 3d mo. 11th and 12th, and on the 13th and 14th 
the Council met as a committee of the whole, with Holme 
as Chairman. Holme was President at the consecutive 
meetings 4th mo. 11th, 13th, 18th, 19th; 5th mo. 3d, 4th, 
10th, 11th, 28th, 29th; and 6th mo. 19th, Lloyd being in 
New York ; he returned and presided at nine meetings and 
then again went to New York, Holme presiding on 9th mo. 
5th and 6th. Holme was again President at the consecutive 
meetings held 11th mo. 9th, 15th, 16th, and 12th mo. 1st 
and 3d, 1685/6, the last being the last meeting of the year, 
with which Holme's term in the Council expired. 

During his term in the Council, Holme was also attend- 
ing to his duties as Surveyor-Greneral, and after its expira- 
tion these duties kept increasing, because of the rapid 
growth of the Province ; he had deputies in each county, 
whose returns were made to him, and the whole work of 
laying out the settlers' tracts, locating towns, highways, etc., 
was under his direction. This made the office of Surveyor- 
General one of the most important in the Province. 1 At 
first the Council did not understand whether Holme's com- 
mission applied only to the Province proper or whether it 
extended to the three lower counties or territories, but on 
7th mo. 10th, 1684, it decided that the management of the 
Surveyor-General's office of New Castle County should be 
put into the hands of Thomas Holme, with Thomas Pear- 
son as his deputy. On October 14, 1688, Penn issued a 
new commission to Holme to be Surveyor-General of the 
Province of Pennsylvania and the annexed counties of New 
Castle, Kent, and Sussex, and the island and territories 
thereunto belonging, for life, his office in Philadelphia to 
be an office of record. Both Penn and Holme were in 
England at this time. 

At the meeting of the Council held 6th mo. 2, 1686, 
Thomas Holme was one of those recommended for appoint- 
ment as provincial judges, but the commission was not 

1 By the Constitution of 1873 the office of Surveyor-General was 
abolished and its duties transferred to the Department of Internal 
Affairs, the transfer going into effect May 4, 1875. 
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issued to him. He continued to be selected when it was 
necessary to treat with the Indians. At the same meeting, 
complaint being made to the Council of violence done 
Nicholas Scull and his family by Indians forcibly entering 
his house and carrying away his goods (further information 
being given that Nicholas Scull had, contrary to the law, 
sold them liquor, " whereby they were much Disordered, to 
y 6 notorious Disturbance of the neighboring Settlements"), 
the Council ordered Captain Thomas Holme, assisted by 
Captain Lace Cock, Zachariah "Whitpaine, and such others 
as Captain Holme should approve, to inquire into the truth 
of the report, and if the Indians were guilty to require 
them to make speedy satisfaction, leaving the manner of 
treating the Indians to the discretion of Captain Holme. 
In 1694 he was appointed one of the Commissioners of 
Property, which position he held until his death in the 
following year. 

(To be continued.) 



